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1 INTRODUCTION  

1.1 The Building 

31 New Road, Chippenham, Wilts SN15 1HP is a double-fronted villa 

built in the late 1870s by local builder John Smith. It was listed Grade 

II i n 1978, as part of a group with 30 and 32 New Road. It has 

subsequently been listed Grade II in its own right.  

1.2 Location 

Now considered to be within the town of Chippenham, historically 
and it was part of the Langley Burrell estate, which goes back to the 
11th century. The site is located in the Chippenham Conservation Area 
and comes within the boundary of North Wiltshire District Council. 

1.3 Research 

Research sources have included The National Archives, The British 

Library, The Wiltshire and Swindon History Centre, The Royal 

Institute of British Architects, The Land Registry, The Lambeth Palace 

Archive and North Wiltshire Planning Department. 

 

 
Figure 1: Current Land Registry Map 
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2 THE LANGLEY BURRELL ESTATE 

2.1 Early History 

The name Chippenham comes from òCyppa's Hammeó. Cyppa comes 
from the word 'ce-ap' meaning market and Hamme means enclosed by 
a river. The name Langley comes from òLangeleghó which means a 
long clearing or wood. òBurrelló comes from the Borel family who 
held the estate in 1086.  

Before the Norman Conquest the estate was held by Ulwi and it was 
probably similar, but with a smaller population, to that recorded in the 
Domesday Book in 1086. That recorded that òBoreló held the land of 
which there was sufficient for six plough teams. There were also eight 
acres of meadow and six acres of woodland. The population would 
have been between 90 and 100 people. 
 
The Borel family held the manor until c.1300. By 1304 it was owned by 
Sir John Delamare. The manor passed to Roger de Mortimer, Earl of 
March (d.1331) and was purchased by his son-in-law, Thomas, 2nd 
Lord Berkley, in 1343. He gave it as a dowry for his daughter Joan on 
her marriage to Sir Reginald de Cobham.  

In the mid 15th century Maud Heath, who owned land and houses both 
in the village and in Chippenham was concerned that the people of the 
Langley area had a difficult passage through marshy and flooded land 
to Chippenham. In 1474 she made gifted land and houses worth £8 in 
rents per year to a trust to build a causeway from Wick in Bremhill to 
Chippenham. This 4.5 mile causeway of cobblestones passed over land 
at Kellaways that was a swamp during the winter months.  
 

2.2 The Ashe Family 

By 1660 the manor was owned by John Widman, who sold it to 
Samuel Ashe of Freshford, Somerset. So began the long association of 
the Ashe family with Langley Burrell.  

In the latter part of the 17th century many of the local roads were in a 
poor state and there were frequent disputes over their repair. In 1651 
an agreement was reached between Chippenham, Langley Burrell and 
Hardenhuish on the maintenance of the roads which did solve some of 
the problem. (See Fig 3) 

Following a meeting in 1811 the Maud Heath trustees carried the 
causeway over the lowlands by the river at Kellaways by the means of 
64 brick arches. They raised the money for this by auctioning the leases 
on two cottages for a period of 14 years. They raised over £800 from 
this, a surprising amount until you discover that the occupiers of the 
cottages were each allowed a vote in Parliamentary elections for 
Chippenham. In c.1825 they were each let for £40 a year. The money 
from the auction was used for the bridge and extensions to the 
causeway. 

2.3 1822 The Langley/Chippenham Riot 

On 7th September 1822 there was a riot between the men of 
Chippenham and the men of the Kington Langley and Langley Burrell. 
The quarrel between the town and villages had been brewing for a long 
time. The Rector of Langley Burrel, Francis Kilvert blamed 
Chippenham whose men òhad been abusing and injuringó the Langley 
men for some time, whenever they came to Saturday market.  

The men of Kington Langley arranged to go into town in force one 
market day to face the Chippenham men. Some from Langley Burrell 
joined them and between 30 and 40 armed men, made their way into 
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the town. There was fighting in Chippenhamõs streets and then the 
Langley men retreated up the hill as far as the Little George public 
house on New Road.  Here they stood their ground while the 
Chippenham men taunted them. 
 
With the advantage of higher ground the 30 or 40 men of the two 
Langleys charged an estimated 200 Chippenham men. Injuries were 
inflicted and at least two innocent men and their families suffered. Hull 
the saddler, and Reynolds the tin man came out to try to calm the riot. 
Both were killed. 

 
Figure 2: 1773 Chippenham 

 
Figure 3: 1651 Road Maintenance Agreement Map 
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